Airlie Bank Homestead

(A brief History)

The history of Airlie Bank Homestead in Morwell Victoria dates back to 1879 when David Ogilvy built Airlie Bank.  David Ogilvy and his family lived there until 1897 when it was sold to Robert Bridle, his wife and seven of their ten children.  The Bridle family occupied Airlie Bank until 1959.  

Consisting of the homestead, outbuildings and farm of 263 acres including a large brick cheesehouse and cellar standing between the house and nearby Waterhole creek.  The original homestead was made up of a brick home, a detached timber kitchen, a bathroom and pantry on the south side, and a detached four-bedroom timber building on the north side.  The major water supply was provided by a brick-lined concrete-rendered underground tank and a couple of smaller underground tanks. The cheesehouse and cellar were later used for grain and chaff storage.

The building survived the floods of 1934 and the disastrous bushfires of 1939.  More bushfires in 1944 destroyed the grain and chaff storage buildings. The farm was later sub-divided into what is now known as the Bridle estate

The last of the Bridle family left Airlie Bank in 1959 and although occupied for a number of years, it gradually fell into disrepair and became a target for vandals.  Airlie Bank was later given to the then Shire of Morwell by the Bridle family

Airlie Bank Homestead has been restored under the guidance of Max Williamson and Advance Morwell and was re-opened to the public on 2000 with Dad’s War Stuff ​ a display of George Auchterlonie’s Light Horse memorabilia from the first world war.
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As from Friday 23rd July 2010 Airlie Bank Gallery will contain a magnificent display of dolls from every corner of the world under the name of Bev’s Wonder World of Dolls.  The collection will be open to the public from Tuesdays until Fridays each week during the hours of 10:00am until 3:00pm on each of those days.  Other times will be by appointment only.
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Source of this information was a book Airlie Bank researched and written by well-known Latrobe Valley identity Keith Brownbill .  Copies are available of the Latrobe Valley municipal libraries.








